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STATE OF MINNESOTA DISTRICT COURT
COUNTY OF HENNEPIN FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

STATE OF NMINMNESOTA. RY THE
RINNESOTA POLLUTION CONTROL
AGENCY,
Plaintiff.
and Court File No.
CITY OF ST. LOUIS PARK, LT
Intervenor~Plaintiff.
vs.
REILLY TAR & CHENICAL CORPORATION.
. . Pefendant.

DEPOSITION OF J. FRAMK VILLIANMS. taken by
the Defendant. before ¥illiam L. Belkangrens & Notary
Public in and for the County of Scott. State of
finnesotas a8t 2500 First National Bank Building.
Ninneapolis. Minnesota. on Wednesday. August 27.
1830+ commancing at 2¢30 o°'clock p.m.» pursuant to

Notice.
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APPEARANCES

Stephen Shakman and Yannis Coyne
Special Assistant Attorneys General
1935 West County Road B 2
Roseville. NMinnesots 55113

Attorneys appearing on bshalf of the Plaintiff

Michael Freaman

Pophams Halk« Schnobrich. Kaufman ¢ Doty
4yy I»S Center

Minneapolis. Ninnesota S5402

Attorneys appearing on behalf of Intervenor-Plaintiff

fduard J. Schwartzhbauer

Porsey. Hindhorst. Hannaford. Yhitney t Halladay
2300 First National Bank Ruilding

ninnaapolis. Minnesota 55402

and

Thosas E. Reiersgord

Yngve 8 Reiersgord

L250 ¥ayzata Boulevard
Minnecapolis. Minnesots SSultk

Attorneys appaaring on behalf of Defendant

Also present!t

Uillfem G. Niller
Special Assistant Attorney General assigned to Minnesota
Department of Health

Steven A. Reed
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency

Marc F. Hult
U. S. Geological Survey 004810
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€330 o'clock p.m.
Yednesday
August 27« 1980
WHEREUPON.

NMR. SCHUARTZBAUER: Let’'s go on
the record and start the video now.

Bafore we begin. I would lika to say
for the record that this deposition i{s being
taken pursuant to notice. Ve have entered into
an oral stipulation that in addition to the
ordinary transcript being preparec by the court
reporters we are going to take this deposition
on audio-visual tape as well just as though @
fiotion waere made pursuant to Rule 185 of the
District Court Rules for the District of the
Fourth Divigsion. Hennepin County. is that
correct?

MR. SHAKMAN: Yes.

fIR. SCHUARTZBAUER: And I guess
that for starters. thens I think we all ought
to anter our appsarences.

I'm Edward Schwartzbauer and this
i{s Thomas Relaersgord next to ma.« and together
va reprasent Rellly Tar and Chemical. And shall

ve Qo around the table and lat the other lavyers
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2 introduce themselves?
3 fiR. SHAKNMANS : I'n Steven
4 Shaksman. I'm a Special Assistant Attorney Gensral.
5 | I am one of the attornays represaenting the
'3 Plaintiffgs, State of Minnesota.
7 NR. COYNE! I'm Dennis
8 Coynes Special Assistant Attornay General and I
9 | also rapresent the State of Minnesota. Pollution
10 | Control Agency.
" MR. FREEMAN: I'm Michael
T Fragnans I'm with the firms of Pophaps Halks
13 represanting the City of St. Louis Park.

{ 14 HR. SCHUARTZBAUER: Okay.
15 Thenks. UWould you swear the witness?
16 Jo. FRANK BILLIANMS.
17 8 witness called by and on behalf of the Defendant.
18 having been first duly sworn. was examined and
19 testified as follous:
20 DIRECT EXAMINATION
21 BY MR. SCHUARTZBAUER:
22 R fr. Uilliams. I want to emphasize what the court
23 reporter just saild a few minutes ago+ and that
24 is that we would certainly like you to speak up
25 and loudly. 4f you can.

SYNDICATED REPORTERS - 004814
612 SYNDICAYE BUILDING
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 35402
{612) 333-6549
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If I cen. I'm kind of hoarse now. and it may be
it won't be s0 easy. -
I understand that. But we would just like to ask
you to try to speak loudly enouch so0 that the man
down at the end of the table can hear you.
Yeah. Wells if I don't. why you =--

PR, MILLER: I will nod
my head.
{By NMr. Schwartzbauer} Another thing I would
like to emphasizes NMNr. Williams. and that is that
if I don't make myself perfectly clear when X
ask & questions I want you to tell me that. Or
if any of the other lawyers don't make themselves
perfactly clear when they ask a question. will
you please tell us that. okayf
Yeah.
All ve vant from you are thas facts as you remember
them. and soretise we lawyers have a way of asking
very complicated questions. bte don't mean to do
it s0 that 1f you don't understand the question,
why you please tell us that+ would you?
Yeah. I will try.
If you tell me that. I will try to say it in another
way« okay?

004815
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All right.

Yould you state your full namef

John Frank Hillliams.

¥here do you livef

3355 Brownlow Avenues St. Louls Park.

How long have you lived at that address?

Wells I built there and we were married in the
house in 18 -- yesh. 14923.

Are you presently employed or are you retiredf
I been retired since 'Lk

Bho did you work for just before you retired?
Reilly Tar and Chemical Company.

How o0ld are yous Mr. ¥illiams?

1.

Where were you bornf

I was born in Indianapolis. Indiana.

And vhat was your education?

I went through the EFighth Grade.

¥hen wera you first employed by Reilly Tar and
Chenical Companyf?

¥ells that was in June. 198it.

Bhera was thatt

On Miley Avenue in Indianapolis.

Yhat did you do theref 00 481 6
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I started in kind of the laboratory. like I done
everything as 8 young boy of 15 would. I wasn't
very big. either. s0 I done odd jobs. And then
of course there wasn't much laboratory work then,
back in them days. but I did some.

Uhen did you first come to the Reilly Tar plant
which was also called the Republic Creosote
Plant in St. Louis Park?

I come up in June the ?th. 1%18.

And did you work at the Republic Creosote Plant
continuously from 1918 until Y9LL?

I did.

¥hat did you do in St. Louis Park?

tell. about the same as I was doing in
Indianapolis. Plant was just starting operating
in March and I core up in June. and I done
laboratory works and I was & routine chemist

for them.

Pid you learn your chemical work as a matter

of on-the-job trainino. so to speakf

On~the-job training with a professor T. V.

Smith of Indianapolis.

How long did you do that kind of work? Uas that
until you ratired?

007317
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Yaah. Right.

In other words. you worked in the lab all those
years?

Yall+ yes.

Uhere is your house located in relationship to

the site where Repudblic Creosote was locatedf?
Bells it's pretty hard to say. It's a little

to the southeast of the plants and it's practically
-= maybe about four or five blocks from the

plant. §{f you count blocks. or squares. or
whatever you want to call them.

Over the years, how did you get back and forth
from your hore to work?

¥alked. Of course that's why I built. becsuse it
was closer to the plant.

Pid you eat at lunch. or did you go home for
lunch?

Uell. most of the time theoy did have a lunch place
down there. You would each eat lunch. but
generally it was close enough to go home for lunch.
I had an hour.

So over the years. then. you walked to work in

the mornings walked home for lunch. walked back

to wvork after lunchs then home ot night?

SYNDICATED REPORTERS !
612 SYNDICATE BUILDING
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That's right.
You made four trips a dayf
Vell. yes.
during those years. was there a fence around the
proparty?
There was a fence around. yes.

R SHAKMAN? Could I have
a clarification of what years the question is
directed tof
{By Mr. Schwartzbauer} During the years that
you worked at the plant.
Yeah. Uell. after the plant was built and started
operating it was in 1918.
And how did you enter the plant sitef Where did
you enter. I mseant
Wells they had a gate out in front on the street
where you come in.

MR. SCHYARTZBAUER: I'm going to
ask the reporter to mark this document. Why
don't you pause while he's doing it.

{RTC Deposition Exhibit 1}
marked for identification.}

{By Mr. Schwartzbauer} Okay. Back on the record.

Nr. Belkengran. the reporter. has now sarked
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2 8 wap as RTC Deposition Exhibit Number 3. and I

3 would like to say for the record that thes various
"4 colorings and markings have bsen made by another
5 vitnass. and in due course his identity will be

6 made known. anc¢ we balieve we will lay a proper

7 foundation for this document prior to the time

8 that {t’s ever useds I'm going to give it to the
9 witness. however. at this time. and ask whether

10 that fs a fair representation of tha plant layout
n 85 you renmember it.

12 A It is. Right.

13 [ Okay. And we spoke a fev minutes ago about a gate

( 14 where you entared the plant site. {1l you point

15 to that?

16 A That's right here. as you come in off of the road.
17 {indicating.}

18 € And that’s down at the scutheastern-most edge of
19 ’ the ~- corner of the propertyf

20 A I would say. yes.

21 @ Is that on Yalker Streetf

22 A That's on Halker. yes.

23 Q@ Okay. Let's just look at some of the buildings

24 that .are shown here. Do you sae the refineryf

25 A VYes.

e 504829
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Is that the long building that is sarkad Refinery?
Right,

And was there a pond located on the property during
the years that you vorked theref

Yes. That's it.

Do you sea that on the map?

Right.

Is that located in the place that you remember it?
Yes {indicating}. - .

And where is the laboratory where you worked?
Yells the laboratory. the road comna in off of
dalker right straight down past ? hare. right

down to the end hare {indicating}., and there was

a parking lot in thera.

And now the vitness is pointing to a square that's
marked 0ffice. is that correct? Is that wvhat you
pointed tof

Right.

Uas the office and the lab actually one and the
same buildingf

Uells yas. But the main office was in NMinneapolis.
Before they moved out there. This used to be all
laboratory. but then as time changed. why it was

made into an office too.
004821
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A Hent right straight down past ? and than right

Q@ Are you pointing to an area between the tanks that

A nght.

13»

@ A1l right. But for the purposaes of just locating
the lab. the lab whare you worked. as I understand
your testimonys was right thare in the bullding
that {s wmarked 0ffice+ is that correct?

A Right. Right.

e Okay. A few minutes ago when you were answering.
you said the road that you walked down want right
by 7. that wvere you referring to when you
referred to ?f

A That was & tank there.

@ You mean the little round tank that has a numeral
Tank by itf?

A Yes. The road passed right by.

@ Let's get back to that road again that you walked
upon.

Tell us again. to wake sura that I understand.
where did the road run beginning with the gate
fron where you entared onto the lab where you

worked?
into the office. Right straight.

are colorad in pink and thc'rnfincryf

‘ 004822
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€ 1Is that what you're pointing tof

A That's the road that come in there.

-] Y¥s that vhere you walked on a8 --

A Yeah.

A -- four times a day basis?

A Yeah. Right.

a Based on your observations over the years. fr.

TR BaTae oy ot e e TYITICY 33 TELE AT P T s N T B ST T NI i R T Mg T AT S Sy
o " o - - o eaensdY - - - = - - - - C— - — e L - - -

Hlliians- can you describe what the surface of
the ground loocked liket

Vells the road was. I imagine, on gravel and

then == but the area in there was awfully bogay.
Even on the other side of Halkers from outside

of the plant. back in ocur end there. But a8ll
that area back there was not like it is at the
last.

Uhat do you mean by that?

Uells they enlarged -- whan they put the treating
plant in. they put a tie yard in there., to store
ties.s and then they graded that down. It was all
hills back of the laborstory. Then of course the
treating plant was built then.

then did they put the tie yard inf Do you remember
thatt

Uall. that wvas sometime betwean ‘20 and *30s.

SYNDICATED REPORTERS 004823
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@ Is that according to your recollection when thay
did the grading? '

A Ysah. Right.

2 You mentioned a few minutes ago that the area was
boggy. How do you know that?

A Uell. you see the bog on the other side of the
laboratory at ona time during the year. winter
monthss and --.

@ pid you have an opportunity to see any of the
subsurface soils when Hichway 7 was constructed?

A MNo. T didn°'t.

Q Herae you working at the plant when Highway ? was
constructed?

A Yas. Of course that vas kind of a swanp and a
bog out there on the other side of Halker.

@ UYell. were you able to sae«you knows the dirt that
was turned up by the excavators when the highway
wvas bulleer

A No. Of course that's a little farther over.
but -~ so I didn‘t.

€ Vell. what was your general ohservation as to what
kind of ground the --.

A Hells I i{magine peaat.

e Now as far as the sita itself &s concerned right

SYNDICATED REPORTERS 004824
612 SYNDICATE BUILDING

MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 55402
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19 1%
sround the refinery and the tanks that you pointed
to on the ®map+ vhere you wvalked avery days can you
describe it in terms of whether it was dirty or
cleans or hov would you describe itf

A He{l- I would describe it as clean. Uasn't dirty.
I didn't notlce.

€ UYells whan you walked back and forths for examples
would your shoes be full of oil when you got
hore at night?

A Ohs no.

Q That wasn't ever & probler for you or Mrs. Williams?

A No.

NRS. WILLIANS: Oh. no.
Never.

@ {8y Mr. Schwartzbauer} Incidentally. that is ®rs.
¥illiams sitting next to you there. ¥e didn’t
fidentify her when we got started.

MRS. WILLIAMS: I's just here
for mcral support.
THE WITNESS: Yeah.

a {By Nr. Schwartzbauer) Or would oll. coal tar
0il or creosote o0il on your shoes ever be a
problem when you got to work in the morning. or

when you got home at night?

004825
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A No. Naver.
q bo you remember the deep vell that was used by

Republic Creosote in its operations?

A I do. It was --.

Q Do you see that on the wap?

A Right there on this end of the refinery.

Q And do you see it on the map -- would you point to
ite

A Right there {indicating}.

€ That's the black circle that is identi{fied and
marked as Deep Uell?

A Right. That's the only one I knew of.

€ oOkay. You walked right by thst every day. didn't
you?f

A ¥ell. within 100 feet of it.

@ ¥ill you describe what the well looked likef

A I couldn't describe what it looked like. It was
Just == you could see a bic pipe run into a tank.
cast iron tank. quite larges and you could see the
water coring out. That's the only thing I can
say about {t.

@ A statement has been sade in this case that this
well became contaminated as & result of a spill

into the well. possibly from a rallroad tank cars

004826
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in the 1920s.

Based on your observations and your
recollectionss did that happent
Not that I know of.
Pid any of your fellow employeas talk about any
such spill?
I can't remember that they ever did.
If thare had been such a spill. would that likely
have been a subject of conversationf
ells I imagina it would. You can’'t cover up
ten thousand gallons of tar very easy.
Based on the well as you have described it. if &
tank car had spilleds would it have been possible
to drain into the inside of that well?
I don't see how it could.
¥hy notf?
VUells it jJust would seam impossible to me.
For what reasonf
Uell+ how could it get in theref The water coming
out all the time. It couldn't reverse itself.
Was it an enclosed well? Was it enclosed §n
steelf Uas it a steel pipaf
ells T suppose it was. I don't know nothing
about the well. The way it locked or anything like

004827
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{173
that. All I knev is theare's a well thera. end
that's all. I knew it was a deap well. yes.

@ Dduring the years thst you worked at the plant.
was it customary or not customary for the
employaes to get their drinking water from that
deep well?

A That vater was never used for drinking water.

qQ Did the water from that well have any peculiar
smell or tastef

A Uells I would say to describe it. you could smell
i{t+ when the water was running out. that it was
-- smelled like bogale gas+ or boggie -~ I imagine
tastes you might say. or smell.

@ For how long a time did it have that smell or
tastef

A As far as I can remember back.

MR. SCHUWARTZBAUER: I'm going
to ask the reporter to mark another document as
RTC Deposition Exhibit Number 2.
{RTC Deposition Exhibit 2
marked for identification.}
-] {By Mr. Schwartzbauer) Okay. back on the record.
I am handing the witness a copy of the document

now that the court reportar just marked ss RY(C

0.0

N A (@)
(o]
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Deposition Exhibit 2. and that appears to be a
letter dated Novesber 4. 3940.

Wr. Hi{lliamss the latter is addressed to
¥. J. Nclellan. VFho was he?

A Vells he wes & superintendent at the office
== he vas head of the office. in other vords.

& Head of the St. Louls Park officef

A St. Louis Park office.

@ And it sppears to be signed by C. B. Edvards.

Do you know whe he wast

A Utells I knew of him. yes.

(] Do you know generally vho he wvasf

A tYells he was from Indianapolis. One of the main
guys down there. I would say.

@ Okay. In the second paragraph there is a sentence
that reads "You have a very important plece of
evidence in the statement of 0le Peterson that
sonme of the wells in the vicinity had the same
odor and teste before we purchased the property.”

?id you know Ole Peterson?

A I knew of him« yes. That he workad down there.
at the company.

Q@ I was just going to ask you who he was. Uhat did

004829

he dof
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2 % A Uells he was a maintenance man after the treating
3 | plants or the =- ysah. tie treating plant got
. organized down there. and he had charga of

5 maintenance of the tracks they had. Small

€ locomotive that hauled the ties and trams around.
7 Q@ Do you know whethar he's living or dead?

8 A He passed awvay. yas.

® ¢ HMHow old a man was he cormpared to youf

10 A Compared to mes I would say he's around kS to

n 0.

12 @ At what time?

13 A That was when I was -- I would say about 40O or

14 ys.

15 @ So he was at least --.

16 A  Twenty years older than I an.

17 (c] Twenty-five --. Okay. Uas he a ;eliable persons
18 as far as you knowf

19 A I would say that he was. Yas. He was down there
20 for quite awhile.
21 MR. SCHUARTZBAUER: I'm going
2 to say for the record and to give notice to all
23 counsel in this matter. that at an appropriate

24 time I'm going to offer this letter in evidence.
25 That’s all I have. You may examine.
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MR. SHAKMAN? Take a short
recess hera. '
fiIR. SCHUARTZRAUER? Sure.
{Brief recass taken.?}

CROSS EXANINATION

BY MR. SHAKMAN:

> A » O >

nr. Hilliaps+ as you heard in the introduction.
T an one of the attorneys representing the State
and I would like to say that 1f you do not
understand my question. or if you need further
clarification. please say 30. And 1f+ in giving
an answer. you should later recall something
further+ please let me know that so that you can
gat your ?ull answer into the record today.

T would 1like to ask yous in preparing for
this deposition today. did you have occasion to
look over any documents? For examples anything
in writing?

Todayf

At any time in preparing for this?
No. I didn't.

You hadn't seen this map beforef

Oh« yes. When Nr. Schwartzbauer was out here early

part of August. I did.
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2 @ And did you go over other papers with hr.

3 Schwartzbaverf

4 A A few, yes.

5 @ o you recall what they weref

6 A Uell. about the same as what he had hera. I

7 read that one about Ole Peterson.

8 @ ?id you go ovar any photoagraphs. what the site

9 had been 1likef

10 | A No.

i | e At your hoepe do you have any photoaraphs of what
12 the site was like years agof

13 A WNo. A few pictures of the plant taken. yasah. I

( 14 think there's some. maybe.

15 @ then would those be from?f Would you guessf Bhat yaarf
16 A Ohs down throuch the years. I imagine from °30
17 on.

18 2 Apart fraom Nr. Schwartzbauer. did you talk with
19 any other people prior to --.
20 A Pardont —
21 @ Apart from Nr. Schuartzbauers did you talk to any
22 other pecple about this depositiont
23 A No.
24 2 Yo yous from time to time. see Other people who
25 vere former employeas of the Rellly Tar Company?

32
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A No.

@ Vhen you first went to work for the company. was
that in Indianapolis. was that your testimonyf

A Right.

@ And what was your job with them at first?

A Like I said. just a young kid out of school.
grade school. and run errands and dona little

laboratory work back in those days when it was

needed.
€ You mentionad a Mr. T. U. Smithf
A Yeah.
Q@ Utho was hef
A

He was & cheeist for the Reilly Tar and Chemical
Company.

@ And he was working there with you in 191L?

A No. He had & special laboratorys oh. quite &
ways from the plant. I used to take samples over
to hins.

That's in Indianapolis?

Indianapolis+ right.

has there a Rellly Tar laboratoryf

> o > O

I couldn't say. It wasn't Reilly Tar. It was his
own laboratory. It vas in an industriasl building.

Q Did the company hava a laboratory then in

004833

TR T R o T S N W S T A TR S RGN S T SR AT S P TR R e TP FE T CE T gl ol Mt e 3B ~Pich 8 o B ey Ke o leneeng g~ repram $0d o @ o w Aoy g oy &

SYNDICATED REPORTERS
-612 SYNDICATE BUILDING
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 55402
(612] 333-6549




€ o 4 O VI S W N

n
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

a3
24
25

{25}

o » A »

b ]

Indianapolis? _
Oh+ we had 8 small one+ yas. Out et the plant.

In later years did you ever have a chance to visit
the lasboratory in Indienapolis?

No. I never -- not that one. They built a new
plant out southwest of Indianapolis. I was out
there once years aqgo.

Kere you at the lab when you were out theref

No.

Through your work for the company did you have
dealings with the people who did work at the lab
in Indianapolis?

No.

pid you know who the person in charge of that
lab uast

At wheraf

At Indianapolis.

Ko.

You mentioned & well which is marked hera as the
Yeep Hell?

Right.

And it's your testimony that you could small
water that was coming out of that wvell?

Yeah. It was an odor to it. yes.
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a Could you dascribe whare the water came out
fronm?

A VWells a big iron pipe that I suppose -- whera it
was sucking from the well and goinc into this big
tanksy iron square tank ~-- oblonp tank.

a And where was the water coming out? It was
coring out of a tank, for exanples or &8 pipef

A It wes coming out of tha spout of the iron pipe.

2 UWas it a joint? Uelded joint on the pipef

A Y couldn't szy that. It was just head of » pipe
where the water was corcing out.

€ How did the pipe get hooked up to this tank? How
did the vater get from the well into the tank?

A Walle just coming == come right out of the end of
the pipe {nto this tank.

2 It's an open tank. then. and the wvater just --.

A No. Thay had a top on {t.

@ But it had an open pipe and the water cames out of
the pipef

A Uells right where you look in was so high
{indicating}.

@ You could look in from the top of the tank?

A In the end.

@ The endf How big a tank wvas it?

004835

SYNDICATED REPORTERS
612 SYNDICATE BUILDING

MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 53402
-7 .o .- [612] 333-6549

— e e T T T T TR TETEWNI T TR Wy ™ >—-

—— —— - o =y e



~

o OO VN s W N

10
n
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

23
24
25

PO SR

2"

A

Ohs about twice as big as this table. I imagine.
411 I can remember. and about two or three faet
high.

And when you salid it was a boggia swmells what's

a boggie smell to youf

¥ells kind of ~- it's pratty hard to describe.
Kind of a gassy smell. odor.

Yhat smell was there to this water?

What?

Bhat smell was there to this waters &8s you remember
ite

Uells to we~ I smell it once. eand I wouldn't drink
it« I know that. I suppose other people have
drank it at one time. but I wouldn't. There was

@ dipper thera. to get a good cold drink. It was
a ver§ daep well.

The reason you wouldn't drink it was because of
the smellf

Uells I didn't have to drink ft. That's why I
didn't drink it.

Your testimony was you wouldn't drink it? Uas there
something the matter with it that would make you
not want to drink ite

Yells I didn't have to drink it. I wasn't going to
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drink it just because the smell was there. I
didn't consider that anything. If you wanted to
drink it« you could drink it., but I didn't want to
drink {t.

MRS. YWILLIANSS Yell« they
had bottle water {n the offica in the labs s0 I
suppose that's the reason he didn't drink it.

MR. SCHEARTZBAUERS Excuse me.
Mrs. ¥illiams --,

MRS. UILLTANS: Excuse mes I
shouldn’t have spoke up.

MR. SCHHARTZBAUER: You are not
supposed to contribute information.

MRS. WILLYIANST Oh+ I'm sorry.
You will have to scratch that.
{By Hr. Shakman} W¥as that well there when you first
came to the sitef
I don't remerber. I don't know when it was therae.
I imagine it was. yes.
And this tank was there too. as fer back as you
recalle
Yell. after ve got operating I suppose it was. yes.

Do you know when that well was constructedf

No. I don't knouv anything about it.

00483
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2 € Yo you recall that well ever being closed downf

3 | A Nope. Unless repairs. would be the only thing.

4 @ Ehat were those repalrs?

5 A I don't know. Y just say. if it was closed down.
6 it was maybe due to repairs. which I dan't know

7 i nothing about.

g | @ Do you know if they ever had to clean out the

9 vell?

10 A No.

n } @ You don't knows is that your answerf

12 | A No. I don't know that.

13 @ In regard to this Mr. Petarson. who was mentioned

(: " in that letters was he a personal friend of yoursf

15 A No.

16 @ Did you socialize with hinmf

17 A No.

18 @ D2id you see hinm oftenf

19 A Just & guy that worked down there.

20 MR. SHAKMAN! Can we get
21 this asrked #s RTC Exhibit 3f
22 {RTC Deposition Exhibit 3
23 marked for identification.}
24 @ {8y PMr. Shakman} fr. ¥illiams. I am showing you
25 what's bean sarked as Exhibit 3. and purports to
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be an aserial view of the Raeilly Tar site and
vicinity. Doas that appear to be that to you?
Let se get wy bearings here. 1Is this 7? This is

the ralilroadf

It would be sbout 19583. Yas. sir.
This must be ¥alkar coning doun.

Yes+ I would say it is. as far as I can make
out and I ranember it.
1'm sure wvhen you first came there weren't all those
structures.
Oh+ there was nothing in herse. ©Only the refinery
and the laboratory.

¥as it your testimony that in 1917, that was the year

"you came to St. Louis Park?

No. 1118. The plant was started in Octobers 1917
and I come up here in Juna. 2918.

Now when you first came in 191&. of the structures
that are shown in this left-hand. upper left-hand
side of the Exhibit 3. which of those were th-re
at tha time. 1if anyf

Uhen I comef

Yes.

There was nothing but the refinery and the laboratory.

' 004839

right thare {indicating}.

SYNDICATED REPORTERS
612 SYNDICATE BUILDING
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 55402
(612] 333-6549




O o N O VI & W N o

- et @ w8 =

19
20
21

23
24
25

b e—aae s e m— - antie

{33}

The rafinery is this raectangular building above
the rooling pondf
This herae {indicating}. 1Is this the stacks theref
Yes.
Yeah. This is the refinery and the laboratory
douwn thare.

BRS. WILLIANS: Frank.move
that.
{By Mr. Shakman)} It might be helpful to you if
we had tha Exhibit Number )} here also. You can
use these two in conjunction. i

Was the cooling pond near the refinery

there at that timef
Thaore was a pond here. yeah. Right there
{indicating}.
And what you raefer to as the office was also there?
Yeah. Right.
Did you have knowledga of what had been previously
on the sitef
No. I heard thera was a sugar beet factory thers
at one time.
pid you hear where that was located? Uhat kind of
structures they say have had?

No. X don't know nothing about that. Thare was

004840
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one building left. and that was when you come §n
the gate. HMNaybe it's that building thera. 1I
can't --.

@ That was left from the sugar beet company?

A From the sugar. Thay used it as s warehouse at
ona time.

@ It was in usable condition. thent

A Yes.

@ Yo you recall any standing water on the site
back in 191Af¢

A No.

@ On the Exhibit 3. there's what appears to be water
here betveen Highuway 7 and Valker Street. between
south of Hichway 7. Do you recall there being
water there in those days?

A Halls there ware vater out there in that svamp.
yess I would say.

@ Am I correct that there was no Highway 7 there in
3914¢

A No.

@ Was this one continuous swamp. as you described it.
on both sides of what's now Highway 7f

A I would say yes. Right. As far as I could

rengmbar.

004841
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And do you recall how far it continued off to the
south tovards you as that photo sits nowf

All T know is up to the rallroad tracks. that I know
of. This is the rallroad tracks == no.

That's the highway.

This is the railroad track.

Those were there in 191af

vhat?

Those railroad tracks?

Ohs yeah.

And the swamp extended down to the tracks?

I would say yas.

Do you recall 1f there was drainage. a culvert or
anything to get water under those tracks?

I don’'t+ but there was & culvert in there fros
our place overs that I ramenbar.

And do you recall at that time if wvater from the
creosoting company was drainina down toward

those swamps?

tells I iragine it went through that culvert.
yeaah.

Bhich culvert would you mean there. sirf?

Vells where are they at? I don't even see thea.

I don't knows whether it's coring out.

004842
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@ Here's Walker Street. Uas there & culvert under
Valker Street that you had in mindf

A VYas.

@ Hould it help to refer to the Exhibit 3. which
might ba a iittle easier for you to read. to showu
how the water came from the plant site down to
that culvert under Halker Streetf

A I don't know where it was. It was out there on

alker somewhere. I don't -- I don't know how {t

got out theres but T knew aof -~ that there vere

a culvert out thera.

as your job mainly {n the office?

My job was mainly in the laborstory. yes.

And you didn't get out on the site much. thent

>»> A » 0

No. ¥haen I 9o to work. was go and come and things

to do.

@ Do you recall that those ponds to the south of
Galker Street got an olly appearanca sometimef

A Hells I imagine -- I can't say that's so. but I
suppose it did when the water level was up. you
know. Like if you got a 1ot of rain. Walker used
to flood down there.

Q Can you recall when they might havae first bequn

having that kind of situstion in those ponds?

[a¥aW No N, v 4
AVAVAL 1 B I
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A No. I can't recall.

2 You mentioned in the course of your testimony that
later development of the treating area. Has that
to the north side of the faclilityf

A That was all-- wells just kind of north and
northvest. All this --.

¢ Can you pick that out on the photograph?

A Vells all this area in here {indicating} where the
laboratory is here.

0 UYould that be heref

A Oh: here. They too. considered all that to give
then enough ares in thers to storas ties.

(-] Are thase in the photof Are these stored ties
{indicating}?

A I imagine these are ties. yeah. because they
treated for three cormpanies.

e Now when you first cames what was the land like up
theara whare we see the stored tiesf

A Uells that was hilly and pravel. I'd say. and of
course they leveled it all off.

qa They leveled it off later on after 19137

A Ohs yeah. That didn't happen until *20 -- I'd
say 20 to °*25 it was done.

@ Do you know if that was ownaed by the company in 14l8f
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¥ells they supposed to have had forty acres down
theres yes.

Yas that forty acres total?

Right. Uells thay di¢ have more ground. but they
donated it to St. Louls Park. There's a park up
above.

That was some years laterf

Some yoars later.

In this area that’'s to the southwest of the
refinery and the lab appears also to have lumber
stacked in the photooraph. ¥hat do you recall was
the use of that area when you first cameaf

¥ells there was nothing.

Go back to when you first came.

Just only swampy ground all around. That's why when
they leveled it off. they made it all incorporated
wvhat they could use. and it was all filled in.
tYhen you first came to the site. did you know of
any well. other than the well that you described
8s leading to the tank?

No. I didn't. That's the only one I knew was by
the refinery there.

Thera is a well {ndicated here on Exhibit ) by a -

circles. Pretty such to the south of the well you

AL

D0 AD
V) (o0 30
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spoke of. Do you have any knowledge about that
vell?

A No. I don't.

@ Dpid you ever hear talk of the sugar beet wall?

A Bells I imacine that was their well. Y knouv there
was the sucar beet factory was there. I don't
know where it was in the yard. though.

2 Did you ever heoar of any efforts by the company to
work on that well? Use that well?

A No. I never.

@ At that time do you know 4f there wvera any other
wells arcund tha sitef

A Not that I know of.

Q@ Uas there at sorme point another well put $n up by
the washroonf

A Not that I know of.

@ UWhat was your drinking water source then st the
sitef |

A Uells we had bottle water. as far as I can
remember. Inglewood delivered.

@ 1pid that contribute ~- or did that continue throuah
all the years?

A All the years I worked thera. yas.

€@ Do you know if that was true throughout the site.

004846
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or is that only in the office they had bottled
wvater?
No. T think that included whare the men changaed.
washrooss had water. as far as I know.
The letter that you looked at. Exhibit 2+ a few
morents agos talked about complaints about taste
of water. DPid you hear of a number of such
complaints over the yearsf
From wheref
In the St. Louis Park area’ around the plants
around your homef
Uells yeah. Ue drove & well in the '30s and
used for a couple of yaars. and the wife can
explain that to you better than I can. She's
the one that took the sawples over and --.
Yells I'm sorrys I don't have her as tha witness
today.

Can you recall how deep you took that
== that well was dugf
Well. ours was around 80 feet.
And were you able to use that wvater?
Well. we used it for a year or more. then it
started kind of taste ~- you couldn't make coffee

with it. You couldn't boil potatoess in it. and so

004847
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she took its two samples over and had it analyzed

and it come backs you could drink it. but no

one could.
@ Because of the taste of the water?
A Yeah.
Q Uas this a tarry taste?
A Vell, something similar to a bocgie gas taste.
MRS. WILLIAMS: Medicinal.
THE YITNESS: Medicinal.

yeah.

Q {By Mr. Shakman} HMedicinal or gassy taste. Could
you show us on this photographs Exhibit 3. where
your house was? T think Brownlow appears there.

A You tell me where -- let's see. This Louisiana?
tells we must be in the first block. This is
Lake Street. You say this is Louisiana. this is
Brownlow. It's the fifth house from the first
street northuwest.

Q So the house you're indicating there is. in teras
of the large road here. about a block up and then
slightly ¢o the right as you are looking at the
map? _

A Which road is this supposed to be here nouf

@ I would think that --.

004848
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Is that the new Louisiana?
Louisiana might be over here. This {s 3953.
Uells we are right down from ~--.

MR. FREEMANS I don't know
what that is. Excuse me+ that would be =--.

THE WITNESS!: Ue are the
first block from Lake Street down. and the first
street down from First Street Northwest.

{By nr. Shakman} And do you know of other peoples
who had trouble with the well water at that time
toof

Yeah. Later yeasrs sy == I had a brother living
back =- and his was one of the last wells to go
haywires and this Jonas that's mentioned in thare.
I guess their waell went haywire. in tasta.

¥as he the man with the company?

No.

He was just a fellow who was making that complaint
about the water? ‘

Yeah. Right.

¥ho drilled that well for youf Do you recall?

I don't know who drilled it.

Do you know whare the water went for analysis that

you had donef

004849
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A Our waterf?
@ VYes.

MRS. WILLIAMS: State House.
A She took it over to the State House.

MRS. WILLIANMS: St. Paul.
A St. Paul.
(e} {By Mr. Shakman} You said that was the '30s.
Do you recall a year you might have had that
drilled?
Yes.
Hhat year would that bef?
In the *30s. Between '30 and '35.

2 >» & >

that was your source of water before that.your

housef

A Uell. they built a couple houses. the year later.
the Tommy {ph.} bullt. and they drove a well there
and we used that. And then when we couldn't use
that one. used water from my brother in back.

a And did your neighbor's well go bad toof The one
you first usedf

A The second doors Yes. T guess so. I don't --.

MRS. WILLIAMS: I think so.
A I just can't remember now. It's different tiwmes. -

@ {8y Mr. Shakman} Do you recall any inspection of
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2 the plant being done by the State Department of
3 Health back in the '30s?
4 A T don't. No. And I don't rewmesher.
5 i q Are there other enployees who worked there. who
6 : still live in your neighborhoodf? ‘
7 { A Yas. Thaere's one. yes.,
8 : €@ that is the name of that person?
9 ( A A fallow by the name of Sandberqg. He worked =-he
10 | has the office --.
n : MRS. WILLIARS: He didn‘'t
12 : live in our nelghborhood.
13 ! A No. Not exact right in our neighborhood. St.
14 i Louls Park.
15 @ <{By RBr. Shakman} Do you know his first namef
16 : A U©illiam 6. Sandberg.
17 ! €@ And what was his joh as head of the officef Vhat
18 | was his responsibility?
19 ' A bUell« just in charge of the affice out there.
20 ! € DBy "the office™ do you mean that he manafged the
21 plant?
22 i A No. No. Just office --.
23 € Could you explainf
24 { A He was office managers I might say.
f

25 \ He was office manager+ and would you recall his age
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relative to yours?

Sells he's older than I am+ s0 he must ba in his
‘80s.

Are there other people who worked in the plant who
you still know thelr whareaboutsr

No. I don't.

Do you know if paople work for the plant who cleim
they bacame 111 due to conditions they were
exposed to on the job?

Not that I know of.

And did you ever know a John Ohdef?

Ohs yash.

And when did he work at that company?

¥ells he wes vorking down there at the time. IX
fragine up to about ‘L0 anyway. I can't just
remember whan he left.

Do you recell vhere he workedf

He worked in the refinery.

Are you avara of any illnesses ha hadf

No.

9id you have a union theref

Yas.« they did.

And do you know what that union wasf The name of

the unionf?

004852
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I guess it was CI0. I don't recalls beceuse I
didn*t belong to any union.

Do you recall when the union came inf

It was in the '30s.

And who joined the unionf Can you describe it in
teras of the different jobs people dide Ddid it
tend to be people doing certain kinds of worke
Yells 811 of the -- that was employed down there.
as far as I know. except the office.

And do you know 1f they kept that same union all
through the years?

As far as I know, yes.

Do you ramembaer the name of the union representative
at the plant at any timef

No. I don't. It changad through thes years.
different ones.

Po you know 4f the union ever had a concern sbout
the water that the employees were drinkingf?

No. X don°'t.

You never heard anyons talk about that?

Huh-ah.

And vho was the manager of the plant when you came
theraf

A. E. Larkin.

004853
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That's L-a-r-k-i=-n?
Right.
How long did he stay as manager?
Let’s see. Uell. he passed avays and I just can't
recall the exact date.

MRS. WILLIANS? Yells he wes
there in his Sis.
I just don’t remember now.
{By tr. Shakman} WUas it some years that it was
the ean who was in chargef
Oh+ yeah. I met him vhaen he first come down from
Indianapolis+ they had me transferred up heres
that was 3913 until. I would say. in the 40s or
50s.
W¥ho was the next manager?
Holstrom. Harry Holstrom.
H-0-1~s~t-r-o-m?f
Right. Then there was a MNclellan too before
Holstrom« or around that time.
Could you spell that namef
W$hich onef
McLaughlin.
fcLellan. PM-¢c-L-a-1-1-a-n.

Oh. Thank you.

004854
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fiR. SCHUWARTZBAUER: That's on
the letter.
fIR. SHAKMAN: Ohs thank you.
{By fir. Shakman} He was before Holstromf
Right.
Then who cawe before Holstromf?
Finch. Harbert Finch.
And was there any after NMr. Finchf
I don't know. I retired whan ha was still down
there.
And sra any of these men living nowf
Finch is. yes.
Do you know anything sbout Holstrosf Is he passed

He passed awvay.

Do you know where Finch works now?

He works for some lumbaer company.

dere there regular visits from Indianapolis. from
the management theraf

Yas.

Do you knov what daecisions werae made at Indianapolis
and vhich ones ware sade by the plant managerst?

How they broke down authorityt

No. I don't remember. That was at the main office.
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2 4@ Hhat was your work in the lab when you first came
3 there? ¥hat kind of things vere you doing day {n
4 and day out?
s | A Uell. gradually picked up after they started
6 | operating. I analyzed materials corme in and went
7 out.
8 Q@ And that started right fror when you first came
9 there. you were doing that kind of work?
10 ‘ A UYells practically. yes.
n | a Uere you the only lab person there when you came
12 onf
13 A ¥ells no. There were other people in the

G; 14 laboratory. Thay had two laboratories. One
15 dounstairs and one upsteirs. The one I worked
16 in was domnstalrs.
17| Q@ Uho wes the person working upstairs?
18 | A Vell. first back in the '20s they had & fellow by
19 the name of Moffat. Fred.
20 €@ Iz he still living?
21 A No. He's passed avay years ago.
22 @ And so when you first came on there were two labd
23 peoples you and Nr. Moffate
24 A Yells he was upstairs. They had a lot of chemists
25 that worked out there a2t one time. and the whole

004856
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thing was laboratory. Than later years they sade
it into the office when things changed. and they
wasn't employed any more. A lot of them went to
Indianapolis. as I remamber.

So in those first years. 3913 approximately. this
wvhole building was 2 labf

Right.

And how many people would you say were working in
it+ in that buildine?

Uells they had the office for the refinery down
there -~ I would say wmaybe ten people or so.

And of those« how many waere doing lab work. or
chemical workf?

¥ell+ just me+ and I was doing the routine lab
work. and this Moffat. he was there when I -~ in
the early 'Zis.

And what were the kinds of things that you were
analyzing in your routine lad work?

Well. I analyzed mostly matarial coming in. in
the refinerys and refined stuff going out.
Creosote oil.

Yhy was tha company interested in the material
corning in? Uhat did you check for?

¥ell« thera was a lot of routine tests baing made

004857
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on it. and so forth.

Could you explain what those tests weref

¥ells it's hard to explain. Just an ordinary
analysis of the material. the material that we
used. .

For examplef Uere you interested in boiling points?
Specific gravity?

Yeah. That's mostly it. Specific gravity and.
l1ike you say. boiling points and so forth.

that were these tests that you did? How did you do
it? Can you descrihe vhat your set-up was and
what you ran it throught

Yells we had ratorts and we had thermoreters and so
forths and gravity jars. to check the specific
gravities of them. and so forth.

Bhat is & retortf

It's a glass thing that you hook a thermometer to
it aéd weigh your material and distill it off,

and the same -~ that's about all I can say sbout
it.

Do you haat your material in itr

You heat it in the oven. yes.

And what do you watch as you heat it?f

Uhat? 004858
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that do you watch for as you hast 4t?

Well. any water that comes off first. and
distillation at different tamperatures. steady
rate,

Yhat was the first thing that will usuaslly come
off when you heat it up?

Water. Moisturea.

Has that pratty much trua of any cosl tar? It
all had some --.

Oh. all coal tar had moisture in it.

Po you know what percentage in a typical coal tar
wvould be the waterf How much water you would get?
You'ra talking on & retort. and & small retort or
sonething elsef

Uells T ar asking you what you had there i{n the
lab. That is & small onef

Oh. 32311 glass retort. Made out of glass.

And what water would you get off. would you say«
percentagef

Vells I would say a couple -- sll the way frowr a
percents tenth of a percent or so.

Up to a tenth of a percent?f I didn't understand.
From a tenth to & percent.

Tenth to a percent. thank you. 004859
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?id you knows in the refining process. wvhat
percent came off as water from the coal tar?

No. I don't quite understand what you mean by
that.

then the coal tar uwas refinad in the refinery.

was there water coming off there just as in

the lab?

0h+ yeah. Yeah. Right.

And do you know what parcentage cama off this water?
No. I don't.

Do you know if the company would have kept track
of that kind of informationf

I don't know. I couldn't answer that.

In your lab with the retort. vhat did you look for
after the wvater came offf UWhat was next?

Yells we just run an ordinary distillation of it.
How much water was in it. and then light oils and
heavy oils+ and sometime we run it down to coka.
How many different fractions were there corming
off+ all togaether?

Hells I would say about three. light fractions.
heavier fractions and finally a coke at the end.
And then did you have to fill out a report each
time you did this test?

004860
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A

Yeah. Ve made a sheets analysis.s that had -- would
describe the test.

And did you kesep those on file tharef

Vells yeah. Ye made a report. yes. It was. I
supposes filed somewvhere.

¥ho was your superior who you reported to back in
those early days?

Uells geev I Just ~- thet's something I really
can't say. You jJust done it and that's all.

and it was no -- any one person.

I appreciste that is a long time back.

Yeah. I can't --.

Did you have to file your reports with them? bere
they interested in these dally -- these tests

that you didf

Yesh. Yaah. Ue made regular raports on it. I
just can't pinpoint everything.

Yere thare timas then on the basis of your report
they would have to reject the tar that had

arrived?

No. No. I can't say that. That's taking everything

we could get.

Yho were the suppliers of the tar back in those

deys? 004861
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A

¥ells there was Coppers® company over in St.
Paul.

Over in St. Paul?

In St. Paul. That was » hig one. and then we had
tar coring in from all over. Even from
Minnesota. Different -- Mankato. Stillwater.
and so forth. Then we had tar froe Duluth. from
steel mills up there. That's where we got our
crude material. The steel plants.

That was from Duluth. What was down in Hankafof
Hhat did they have there?

Vells they had a little bit different type of tar.
It was heavier than the ordinary type of tar.
And beside the testing the tar that came ina

was there any other product coming in that you
had to test for the companyf

Mo.

Any kind of acidse?

No. I never had anything to do with -- sanything
like that.

Do you know what other products they did bring
in to use in thelr processes?

For me to dof

No. Just what the company was using. W¥hether they

004862
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purchased -- you knows what other rav materials
fn terms of chemicals they sight have purchased?
Bells thay did -- we got several materials. type
of materials into the treating plants I know.
They got -- first they used zinc chloride for
tie treating. and then later they used a mixture
of petroleum and creosote 0il. Uhat they called
a 50/50 mix.

Has that after the Var they started using
petroleunt

Somevhere+ maybe befora.

And the zinc chloride. do you know when they used
that?

Hells thay were using that back in the '20s. X
thinks when I first come up here.

In your lab work there. back in the '20s. you sald
you tasted some of the finished products too.
Yhat tests did you run on thosef

Yell« thay used to have a regular distillation
points that you had to run. see if it come
within specifications in different points. and
1ike that.

And those were these differant kinds of oilsf

Vells different -- regular creosote oll we shipped
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out. yes.

Yere there other oils you producedf

No. Not that I know of.

How about pitch? Mid you produce pitch?

Eells later years we got into high melting point
pitches. used by the aluminum industry. That
savad us from making coke. Coke you couldn't get
rid of+ so --.

Q tYhen did that pitch == when did they start making
that pitch?

Uells I started analyzing tar in about °*S3.

And wvhen did they quit makine cokef

That uwas sometime in the '40s+ I guess. 'SOs.

N > A »

Po you know who the customers were for the coke

back when they wmarde cokef

A Hell. they used to get rid of a 1ot of it through
regular use for people purchasing it. and then
later they got rid of it through the carborundum
companies in the €ast.

€@ Did they have material analyzed other than at your
lab? Ddid they send materials alsewhere for
analysise?

A Salls I -- yeah. I would say yes. Down in

Indianapolis. maybas or something like that.

004864
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That was a company lab in Indianapolis?

Yeas.

And do you know who the person thera was who was
doing analysis for themf

Nos I don’t. The only one I remember is T. V.
Seiths that uwas back in the '20s when I come up
here.

?id anything get sent to outside labs that weren't
part of the companyf

I couldn't answer that. I don't know.

You recognize thae material water gas tarf

Yas. I do.

And you recognize the material vertical retort
tar?

Yes. I do.

And coke oven tarf?

That's what we used mostly.

Can you explain what these different types are.
these sources? Let's start with water gas tar.
Where would water gas tar come fromf

Yells there is a plant that used to be in Des Moines.
Towa+ where they usod to aet vater gas tar fronm.
Do you know what kind of plant that wasf

No. I don't.

004865
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And hov was wvater gas tar in its physical or
cherical properties different?

Hells it vas & lighter tar. The fractions would
be lighter when you checked theam.

Pid it have some of the fractions already tripped
offr

No. Core in crudes when we raefined §it.

Let me ask you about the vertical retort tar.
there does that come fromf

I think there were plants in like Fargos Grand
Forks and =-- might have been several others. I
just can't recall now where they #ll1 come from.
And do you know what kind of plants tended to
produce that?

No. I would guass -- they were mostly all gas
plants that were producing these different tars.
Gss plants I guess.

Yhat was that tar likef How was it different in
its physical or chemical properties?

Yells the specific gravities ware lighter.

And I want to ask about the coke oven tar. You
said that was tha sost common onef

Yeah. That -~ the fractions were haavier when we

checked than. 004866
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Is that what you get froam Duluthf

Puluth and the steel mills. yeah.

And how about coal tarf Is that a separate type
from what we have just talked about?

No. They are all -- coal tar either cones from
steel ntlls'or gas house. Like St. Paul. Coppers.
produced that typa of tar.

And what were its propertiesf

The spacific gravity of it was hasvier and otherwise
fractions would be heavier.

And was theres back in these earlier days. preferred
kind of tar that the company wanted for its
refiningf

Yeah.

that was that?

#ells the ragular type of tar that you got from gas
houses or == run lows why then we had to get it

from the steel mills.

Over the yaears did the kinds of tar ceming in change
in proportion? Ddid you tend to gaet more -- one

kind of tar later ont

Vells I would say yas.

Yhat kind?

¥ells the same types of tars that we could use.
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Uas it the coke tar that was --.

Coke oven tar.yes. 6as tar. Gas house tar.
Uhich one in the later years was more commonf
Coke oven tar. Until that played out+ and then.
1ike I say. we had to get our crude matarial frorm
steel wills.

How often ware you in the lab testing tars?

that do you mean. hovw oftenf

How often did you have a shipment come inf

Hell. we got tar all the time. Uhenever it had
to be analyzed+ we analyzed it. HKaybe once a
month. or something like that.

So you might have only had to do once a month
anaslysis on tarf

Right.

And then how oftan were you testing the product
that was produced?

fells every day. shipments that went out.

So every day's runs would be tasted thent

Not every day runs. Ue: I suppose. accumulate
them out. a certain apount. and whan we loaded
tank cars. so something like that. why we =-- when
vwe loaded a tank cars why then it would be a

sauple taken and it would have to be analyzed.
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¥hat was the rest of your work dayf Ehat filled up
the rest of your time besides testing the products
and the rav materialf?

Uells changerd down through the years: you knows
like averything else. It was different waterials.
Like when =~ in the '50s we got into the pitch
business. making high meltino point pitch for the
alurminur industry. and then that had to be
anadlyzed. That took practically a full day.

Pid you have other responsibilities. apart from
testing materials?

that s your questionf

Pid you have other responsibilities besides testing
materials?

No.

pid you have any occasion to test water at any
time?

No. I never. That was done in the other lab.
That was tha lab that you mentioned Fr. fNoffat
worked inf

Hells he wasn't there then. WNo. That was ysoars
later. That was several differaent people working
there.

And what vere thair nares?

004869
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Yell. it was a fellow by the nawe of Nanual {ph.}.
Poug Manual. and later after him was Rademacher.
and then after him was Danz. Harry danz.
P-a~-n-c-ef '

D-a-n-z. Danz.

Do you know if any of those men are still alivef
I don't know.

MR, SHAKPAN: It's getting
auwfully warm. Should we take a break for & few
minutes?

{Brief break taken.}
{By Mr. Shakman} DPn you still have that well at
your homaf
No. Ue took the pump off and sold that years ago.
In the early *uUlls. I guess,
Yas it closed off in some wayf
Yes.

MRS. UILLIAMS: Yeahs it's
capped. Excuse me.

{By Mr. Shakman} Vhen did they do that? Uhen did
you have it cappedf?

tells I would sey before 194D, sometime between
the "30s and *'40. and we couldn't use it. Then

we got water in the street. through UPA. put water

0044
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in the houses.

a You mentioned those two other walls. One was your
brother's. vas itf

A Yeah. In the back. He lived directly in back of
me on Louisiana.

€@ And wvhan did you quit usinp that onef Hhen did
they quit using that one. I should say.

A bHells let's see. Uell, it was sometime in the
*30s.+ after we got the water in. Then I think they
put that in. like T say. under ¥PA. Sn that wmust
of baen the *20s+ I think. " Tt

- ¥_. +s0 they kept using that well after you quit
using yours?

A U¥ells no. WYe used that water untidl up to we got
water.

€ But do you know vhat happened with their wall?
pid they keap using ic?

A I can’t remembery because he ~- left here in the
'20s. He went back to Indianapolis« and there is
a lot of people lived in thaere.

- Then did you mention one other neighbor who had a
vell? '

A bUell. it was the second houses yeahs from us.

@ That's going down tha street from youf

004871
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No. That was on -~ I would say south. Southaast

of us. Towards Lake Streeat.

And when did they stop using their well?

Wells T imacgine it was around the time after we

got the water in that it wasn't usables and then

that's why we got the water in the street.

That's why you got the city waterf

City waters yeah. Right. '

Po you know if the taste -- let me strike that.
Po you know if the srell of the water in

those wells was that like the srmell of that one

down by the rafineryf

The deep wellf Similar. yes.

And you mentioned when your wife took the sanmple

over to the State Canritol. or State Health

Departmant. How long was that after you noticed

the chanoe in the taste of the water?

Hells that's why we took it over. because it

started tasting and we couldn't use it. So we

thought maybe we would take it over and have it

analyzed and see i1f it was -- if we could use it.

and he sald you could use it. but -- you could

drink i{t. but no one could.

And was that abouts oh. 2 year and a half or so
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you had had the well all togather. bafore you got
this problaeaf

T would say about a year after wa got the well.
Up at the plant you mentioned you had bottled the
vater for drinkino. Uhat water did they have in
the tollets., or showers. 1f they had showers?
Yells they used that water. I guess they pumped
out of the well theres the deep well, as far as I
know. Only water they used. It was usable.

You could -- as far as I knows they must of used
that.

You don't know the sourcef You just know that thay
had water in the toilets?

Yeah. T iwmagine it vas from that wall.

Do you know if people drank that water that was
in the washrooms? T assume at the wash basin.

I don't know. T couldn't say to thats no. They
had == like I says they must of drank the bhottled
vater.

Yere there & number of people there who had. wvhat
you would calls a pretty dirty job? They would
get working in with oll. and the like?

Yell. yes. T would say. Sore of them was not too

clean a jobs.
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Qa » B >

They would bring clean clothes. and thay would
change clothaes at the end of the day and leave
their work clothes?

Yeah. Their lockers and roors where they had =-
change rooms. they call it.

And you didn't have that situation baecause you
vere basically in the laboratory and in the officef
Yeah. PRight.

Pid they have showers for the workers too there at
the lockers?

Outside in the plant?

¥ell. anywhere there for cleanina up.

Yeah. They had showers. They had two different
rooms« chanae roomss and showers.

Po you remember any fires or explosions during
your course of working at the companyf

Yeah. A few of them. yes.

¥here were theyt

In the refinery.

Can you recall the -- say the biggest one of thesa.
what that mioht have beenf What it was like?
Yells yeah. One in particular vas in the refinery
there. They had & boiler roow next to the

rafinery here. Up at the top there. Then thara
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wvere stills all down through thare. There was four
stills to a batterys what they call it. and they
vas running some naphthalena or something. and
sozething happnne&- I just happened to go through
theres and that's when I was crossing the fields
theres and took a shdrtcug home and I just got up
to the top and something wcnf bang.

I turnad around and looked. and so I hightailed
it homa and told my brother« he lived in back at
that times and that was kind of s bad one.
that was {t like?f Was it like an explosion and
firef
Yezh. Fire.
hid you hear what it was? Uas it the stills caught
on firef
¥ells they must have: 1 guess as far as I know.
yes.

I don't know about naphthalene. Iz that & flammable
substance.

Yeah. That's inflampable. One of the lighter
fractions of the oils.

Po you racall when that took place. roughly?

In the '30s somatimes Ory no. T will correct that.

That was in tha ‘'20s.
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And that put those stills outf? They had to rebuild
thosef

T don't know what happened to thats 1f they had to
rebuild them. or just repair thems and -- I
couldn't ssy to that-

Yo you recall if the Fipre Department carme for thatt
Yes.

And when you came back after that explosion had
taken place. what was the site like?f What did you
see there?

Yells they had it pret-nesr out by that time. by
the time I got back down there. and =-.

Uas that the same day?f

Yaah. That happened at noon. and by € or 3:00.
why everythinc was back to normal. Of course it
wasn't operating.

Do you know if quite a bit of materiel got spilled
out at the tima?

No. No material spilled out. No.

Md it burn for some timef

Yells hour or so or two+ I guess. That's all I
can remember now.

Do you remember othaer incidents 1ike that in the

refinery? Other fires. or other explosions?

004876

SYNDICATED REPORTERS
612 SYNDICATE BUILDING

MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 55402
{612) 333-6549



- AN Y A w N

10

n

12
13

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22
a3
24
a5

L3}

A

> B » n

Wells they used to have a few at nights when they
finished up in the morning. So iong & time after
they had cokeds then the coke would heave and
blow the manhole covers off. But then there was
no oil then. It was just gas burnino.

These would be in the sanme refinery?

In the refinery.

Po you recall any fires anyuvhere else on the
propertyf

No.

Ever recall seeing any materisl floating on the
ponds catch on fiprer?

I haves yeah. One time there was black smoke
going up. and what it vas, was something burnina
out there in the swanp.

Pid you go down and see it?

No.

You Just saw the smokef?

I didn’t go. I guess I was working at the tima.
Thet's why T didn't go.

Md you hear about {t. what had caused it. or
what started the firef

No. No idea.

UVere you awere of leaks that lost product? 004877
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On those ponds .down south of Halker Street. weas
there enough water in there that someone could go

swimming in it?

‘No. Not that I know of« I never seen it.

You never saw anybody? You never saw anything 1ike
that?

Never saw anything 1ike that.

vid they dry up at any time?

¥ell. down through the years. I {magine they did.
because like I say. {f you had a wet year there
was water came up. The water level. around the
laboratory one time. was a little over & couple
feet. You could strike water.

That's ground water you're spoaking of? Just down
a couple feet?

Ground water.

I wantaed to ask you where the tar was brought in
and how it was stored. Perhaps this Exhibit 3
would help you show us where you brought tar in.
Hell+ here is the track coming in. with the tank
shet.

Yar shadf? 004878
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where the tar was stored:. They would run it from
the tank into this sistern there {indicating}.
Can we seae that on the photograph there. Exhibit 3f
Must be right in heares whether you see it there
or not+ but thase are tanks -- this is the
refinery hare.
You are pointing to that rectangle that is kind of
a lighter color than the surroundincs?
Yeah. This wust be the tank shed {indicating}.
I have a better photo here. lat me ask the reporter
to mark it. MNMaybe that will be gasier for you to
fdentify. '
Can we have that marked as Exhibit ur
{RTC Deposition Exhibit b
marked for identification.}

{8y Mr. Shakman) fir. UVilliens+ I am shouing you
vhat's marked as RTC deposition Cxhibit 4. 9o you
racognize that as another view of the plant sitef
Let's see. I con’t ~-.
I think {t's taken at something of an angle so the
buildings are a little more visidle.

NRS. WILLIANS: What's this.
Frenk? Uhat's this?

I don't know. I can't --.
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{By nr. Shakman} I think you have ~-.
Let's sea.

~= the road here. railpoad track.
Yeaah.

Therae is the pond.

That could be that tank shed there.

D > D » D » O

That's that one that you're pointing to is

warked with a number 25¢

b

Yeah. T quess that's right.

9 Ancd the shed is what the traln car came intof

A Mell. they just spot the cars in there. yeah. in
the tank shed. Have about three or four.

@ Hou do they get the tar out of the carf How is
it transferred?

A ells dropped by gravity.

€ So it just went in directly fror that shed? There
was somethino that was openf

A Yell. they had a reqular place. it went into the
sistern. yeah. Just went under the track. and
under the side of the shed and into the sistern.
Was situated right along by it.

2 And do you recsll -- let me divide that quastion

== back early on what that sistern vas sade out

of?f Did it have a bottom of some kindf 004880
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A

I don't know if they had that made whan I first
come up there. I don't know what it consist of.
It had a top on it.

Po you recall them ever rebuildinc ite

No. Y don't. I don't recall.

In your work you didn't have much occasion to go
dovn in that area?

No. I didn't go in the yard much.

How did they get the tar fror that sistern over
te the refinery?

Hells I imacine they had lines and they pumped {it.
It had pumps and the end refinery in {t.

Do you know §£f this Exhibit 1 shows some of those
1ines? Can you tell {f they're -- .

Yells they’re all underground. I don't know. I
couldn’t =-.

T was talkino ahout this Exhibit 2. The drawing
seams to have some dotted lines. I wonder if you
knew what those were.

No. I don't.

You mentioned thev were underoround. Uas that true
during all the years you were at the plantf

Yeah. They had trenches. carry the pipes.

You could walk over and look in the tranch and see
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the pipef

Bells they had planks =- concrate trench. then
planks over tham.s as far as I ramember. yes.

pid it have & problem with freezing over those
pipes? Hould they get snow and {ce around them?
Bells they had steam lines run through there too.
you know. That's how they kept them from fraezing.
How would that looks if you looked in one of
thosef Could you describe what you see with the
pipe and the stearm linef

Uell. different size pipes. as far as I could say.
And would they keep the steam going in those all
the tiwe in the winter?

I $magine they did. I don't know nothing about
that oparation. UEhatever took place. or what.

Do you recall any breaks in those lines. problens
with that?

No. Not that I can reranmber.

re. Hilliams. would it be convenient with you.
since it's approaching 5:03+ 4if we adjourned for
today and arrange through fir. Schuartzbauer for
sone time later on to como back? I had sore more
questions about this process. and I believe the

attorney for the City did.
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It would be good to terminate up tonight.

I's afraid it would take us quite s bit of time.
¥ill you he remaining in the area over the next
month or sof

Ohs yeah. Uells I was figuring on maybe taking a
trip later on. in the last of January ~-- or
Septembers 80 ~-,

MR. SHAKMAN: tHells §if
it's agreeable with tMr. Schuartzbauers could we
continue this to some later date and we will
arrange the time convenient mutuslly to Mr.
Uilliams and counsel?

MR. SCHUWARTZBAUER: bell. I
think we ought to talk about that. Steve. I'a
not sure what you have in mind.

- I have beaen thinking. though. as you
have been questioning him. that there are probably
a lot of other people who can give you the
informetion that you need as to plant operations.
and maybe wvho know a lot more about it than Mr.
Williams.

Can you give us any idea as to why we
need to resume at alle

NR. FREEMAN: Vell. Kr.
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Schwartzbauer. T would like to have an opportunity
to esk Mr, ¥illiams. He's a valuable resource as
a4 perscn who has been with that plant for so many
yearss and he’s added a lot of information to us
already. and I personally would have 8 good
forty-five minutes of general backocround questions
and things that I would like to ask Nr. Hilliams.
and I guess I would concur with Mr. Shaksan.

It's gotting a little late and Mr. Williams has
been under the hot lights for & couple of hours.
If we could continue for a time convenient to all
concerneds I'r certain that that would be our
preferance as well.

MR. SCHUARTZISAUER: tells I don't
have any objection to a2djournment now. certainly.
and 1f you 8l1 feel that you have a8 good reason
for resuminge why of course we will. I simply
want te recomrend to you the sucgestion that
there probadly are a lot of other parsons who know
the plant operations as well. or better. than
perhaps Mr., Yilliars. and if we could possibly save
him the i{nconvenience. th 1 would hope we could.
But we will let it go at that. All right.

nRS, ¥TILLYAMS: May I say
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something?
MR. SHAKMAN: Ye don't need
to record this.
{discussion off the record.}
{Break taken at u:57 until a

time to be agreed upon between counsel.}
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STATE OF MINNESOTA 1}

} ss.
COUNTY OF SCOTT p

I+ ¥illiam L. Belkenaren. a Notary Public in and
for the County of Scott+ State of Minnesota. do
hereby certify that the forecoing deposition of
Jd. FRANK UILLIAMS was taken by tha Pefendant. before
me at 2t03 First National Bank Bulldinan. tMinneapolis.
Minnesota. on Wednesday. August 27. 1930+ commencing
at 23130 o'clock p.m.

I cartify that said witness was duly sworni that
said deposition was taken in Stenonraph and afterwards
transcribed into typewriting under my directiont and
that the foregoing is a true and correct transcript
of said testimony.

I further certify that I am not related to any
of the parties ar counsel before-named. and that I am
not interasted in this matter directly or indirectly.

IN YITNFESS GHEREOF. I have hereunto set my hand
and seal this /;2\ day of September. 1M40.

WILLIAN L. BELKENGRLHR
Notary Public. Scott County. Mn.
My Commission Expires -25-83.
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